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Overview

ÁThis project is part of an on-going series of 
emancipatory research projects in collaboration with 
local communities

Á Invited to work with New Communities Partnership, and

ÁDocument the experiences and needs of immigrant 
women in Ireland (primarily African and Asian)

ÁCollaborate with the women to examine the conditions 
of their lived experiences (to kick start womenôs forum 
and advocacy work)

ÁMixed methods (focus groups & quantitative survey)



Tri -level Model of the Immigrant 

Experience (Deaux, 2006)

Macro: Social structures, Immigration policy, 

demographics patterns, social representations

Meso: Social Interactions Intergroup attitudes 

and behaviours, stereotypes, social networks

Micro: Individualsô attitudes, values, 

expectations, identities, motivations, memories



Macro -Level: Context of 

Immigration in Ireland

ÅImmigration to Ireland is a recent 

phenomenon

ÅOnly since the 1990s that Ireland 

experiences inwards migration

ÅIn 2005  OECD estimated by 2030, 18% 

population would be foreign-born.

ÅIn a very short space of time Ireland moves 

from being a net exporter of people to 

being a net importer



Irish interpretations of 

immigration

ÅIrelandôs experience of migration is most 

usually understood in terms of emigration

ÅHistorically and contemporarily a country of 

emigration

ÅPersonal and political narratives are 

typically of enforced (unwanted) and 

(ideally) temporary emigration

ÅThis is the prism through which Irish 

politicians & citizens perceive 

contemporary immigration



ÅFor the Irish, emigration is historically and 

contemporarily a ónecessary evilô ïit arises 

as a consequence of poverty (of income or 

opportunity)

Åall things being equal, the Irish think they 

would prefer to be at home

ÅIt is through this lens that many Irish 

perceive contemporary immigration ïthis 

has important and uneven political and 

policy consequences



Irish attitudes to 

emigration shape 

attitudes to immigration 

ÁIn Irish eyes, immigrants are poor, 

opportunistic and primarily economically 

driven migrants who, all things being equal, 

should and would prefer to stay in their own 

country

ÁThis obviously raises difficulties for social 

integration


